New Zealand Day 2

We arrived in Auckland early – nearly an hour ahead of schedule.  That put us in at 4:45 a.m.  Our guide met us at the airport and off we went to our first B&B.  We unpacked, cleaned up and had a very nice and leisurely breakfast.  Today is going to be a slow, but interesting one – museums and a ride and walk through town.  That’s okay since our time clocks are way off at this point.

Our first stop is the Auckland Museum.  This museum has the finest collection of Maori artifacts, carvings and general history of any museum in New Zealand, or the world, for that matter.  It also has decorative art displays, natural history displays (dinosaurs) and a whole section on volcanoes.  New Zealand has a number of volcanoes and there are, we found out, some enormous number of earthquakes here every year.  Most of them, of course, are very mild, but nonetheless, the earth “rocks,” so to speak.
The museum is free ($5 suggested donation which we gladly paid), photographer friendly (take as many pictures as you want- no flash restrictions) and kid friendly (lots of activities and special sections just for children.   And there were lots of children at the museum.  We forgot that here, it’s winter moving into spring and the schools are in session.  So we saw class after class of all ages visiting the museum gathering information and sitting for various demonstrations and lectures.
Other than the Maori collection, which is extensive, the museum has little bits of a lot of different subjects making it an ideal place to learn about a whole range of topics.

Lunch was down at the marina where we saw a number of large yachts and a couple of ships that had competed in the cup races.  We had New Zealand green lipped mussels for lunch.  These are about 3 inches long and have a green rim around the shell.  They were good and tasted like their smaller cousins that we get in the USA but one of these could devour a half dozen of their “cousins.”
Next we did some wine tasting.  New Zealand is known for its sauvignon blanc wines as well as its pinots.  There were several wine tasting rooms and one large producer (Nobilo) that we visited.  The best wines were at Nobilo where everyone of them – some with different labels like Kim Crawford and Monkey Bay – were really good. Fortunately, these are available at home at various wine shops.  We returned to the B&B and “crashed.”
Dinner tonight was at a local restaurant called Banquet.  It was about 5 minutes, by car, from the B&B and had a fairly extensive menu.  Being a Monday night, it wasn’t crowded and the service was quite good.  We all had an excellent lamb dish.

So ends our first full day on the North Island.  Tomorrow, we travel south.

